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JULES VERNE 


N the morning of Feb- 
ruary 8, 1828, Pierre 
and Sophie Verne smiled 
proudly over their newly 
born son, Jules, little realiz- 
ing what the future held in 
store for their fine looking 
infant. The father, himself 
a practicing lawyer, en; 
visioned the day when his 
son would step into the 
law office and take over the practice. 
Jules spent his boyhood at his birthplace 
“—the island of Feydeau, in the River Loire 
near Nantes, France. There, amidst the 
colorful atmosphere and wonderful tales 
brought back by the crews of the many 
ships harboring nearby, young Jules fell 
in love with the sea and the adventures of 
the world around him. His early desires 
to put to sea were never realized except in 
the reams of fictions that he has spun about 
the wonders of maritime life. 

Pierre Verne was a strict disciplinarian 
and stood over his son with a firm code of 
living. Frustrated by his father, Jules tried 
to run away to sea when he was eleven 
years old; however, his father soon heard 
of his plan and had him returned home by 
the Captain of the slip. This escapade 
made the father all the more strict on Jules. 
sand his activities were closely watched. He 
Jater confided in his mother, to whom he 
turned for companionship, that thereafter. 
hhe would travel only in his imagination 
How true this stztement was is borne out 
by the great works that he later bestowed 
upon the reading world. 


Returning to school, Jules turned hi 
fanciful thoughts to paper and started 
writing for his own amusement while still 
preparing for law school. After finishing 


nis education in Nantes, 
Jules was sent to Paris to 
study for the bar. His father 
was very insistent that he 
prepare for the profession 
he himself had chosen for 
his son, even though Jules 
wanted to write profes- 
sionally. 

As a student in Paris, 
Jules was made to live in 
typical students’ quarters on a meager 
allowance, most of which he spent in the 
shops of book sellers. His thirst for read- 
ing was insatiable and he pored over 
everything he could afford to buy or 
borrow. 


In 1857, Jules decided to marry a young 
widow and moved her and her two young 
children into his small quarters. To main- 
tain his newly acquired family, he secured 
a position with a stock brokerage house in 
Paris and spent his spare time writing 
plays and short adventure tales. 

Six years later, he wrote his first novel, 

Five Weeks in a Balloon.” He had great 
difficulties in finding a publisher to accept 
this work but finally, 2 M. Hetzel decided 
to take a chance with this new auther and 
published his book. It became a gfeat suc- 
cess and M. Hetzel became Jules Verne's 
sole publisher. 

In 1869, Verne wrote “Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea,” which he always 
considered his best work. It was published 
in 1870 and Jules Verne was an assured 
success. There followed many more works, 
among them “Michael Strogoff,” “Mysteri- 
ous Island” and “Around the World in 
Eighty Days.” 

Death came to Jules Verne on March 
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MORIAL DAY is a 

holiday dedicated to 
the memory of the gallant 
soldiers who gave their lives 
in the bitter struggle between 
the states. But now, it has 
taken on a note of happiness, 
too. The weather is most 
ways balmy. There are pa- 
rades, baseball games, picnics, 
and many other forms of 
amusement. 

‘Memorial Day, 1939 Was no 
exception. From Portland, Maine to Portland, 
Oregon, people were enjoying the holiday. 

For instance, Morris Plains, New Jersey is a 
small town with a population of about 2,000, 
with no special claim to fame, except perhaps, 
that at nearby Morristown, Washington and 
the Continental Army went into winter quar- 
ters in the early part of the Revolutionary 
War, 

Three youths of Morris Plains were decid- 
ing how they could best spend the holiday. 
They were Francis Martin, aged 15, his 
brother Laurence. aged 22, and their friend 
Walter Gorlay. 

‘There was a small lake on the property of 
the Morris County Sand and Gravel Com- 
pany, and the three adventurers agreed that 
nothing would suit them better than to get a 
canoe and go paddling along the lake. 

They were about to set out, when Francis’ 
pet collie, Rex, barked appeatingly, and 
Francis decided to take him along. When they 
got to the lake, they found that other people 
‘were on the shore. enjoying the cooling breeze 
of the water. 

Leaving Rex on shore, because a canoe is a 
frail thing. and dogs are inclined to wobble it, 

the three hardy sailors 

got into their boat and 

‘began their journey. 
Everything was fine 
Until for some unex- 
plained reason (perhaps 
they tried to stand up 


and do tricks) the canoe 
capsized. 


DOG HEROES 
“HERO REX" 


After recovering from the 
shock of being thrown into 
the cold water, the three 
young men began treading. At 
the same time. they shouted 
for help. By this time, the 
canoe was swept away by the 
current, and they had nothing 
to cling to. 

Fortunately, their cries of 
help were heard by the people 
on the shore. Two young men 
threw off their jackets and 
plunged into the lake. They reached Laurence 
Martin and Walter Gorlay. and began bring- 
ing them in, 

Meanwhile, Francis, seeing that no one was 
coming to his aid, started swimming towards 
shore. Rex, seeing his master in trouble, began 
to bark furious encouragement to him. 

Francis. keeping calm, kept coming closer 
to shore. But the water was cold, and it began 
to numb his body. He kept plodding along. 
The shore seemed so far away, yet it was only 
twenty feet, when Francis’ strength failed, 

Rex saw his young master's head disappear 
from view, but she barked excitedly, when 
some s¢conds later. it reappeared on the water. 
Rex bégan to bark encouragement once more. 
But Francis went down for the second 
time, 

The dog sensed the time for action had 
come, No one was going to save his master. 
Rex would have to save him 

The collie went into the water Swiftly, his 
feet began chugging the rhythmic strokes of 
the dog paddle. Straight as a die, he made 
towards his stricken master. 

Francis saw Rex coming. The boy called 
upon his last ounce of strength to stay afloat 
until Rex could come 

Rex made it. Sinking 
his teeth $nto the back 
of Francis’ collar, he 
started towards shore. A 
crowd of people cheered 
him when he gently 
placed: Francis on the 
shore. 
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AMERICAN INDIANS 
THE HURONS" 


HE NAME ‘Huron’ was first applied to 

the Indians of that tribe about the year 
1600. It was at that time, that these people 
first reached the French trading post on the 
St. Lawrence river and exchanged their furs 
for the glittering beads and sharp knives 
brought from France. 

‘The name itself was used in France as early 
‘as 1385 to describe an unkempt person. ‘Hu- 
ron’ was an uncomplimentary epithet mean- 
ing ‘ruffisn’ or ‘lout’ and it is thought that a 
French soldier or sailor was first to apply this 
fame to the tribe which formerly occupied the 
territory between Lake Huron and Lake On- 
tario. 

Fierce fighters, the Huron tribe waged un- 
ceasing warfare with the strong Iroquois. As 
early as 1615, Champlain wrote an account 
of this tribal warfare, 

Any captives taken'by either side were con- 
sidered to have forfeited their lives. It was 
thought that the captive’s supernatural helper 
had been destroyed, or made to submit to 
that of the captor. The Huron warrior who 
tortured his captive did so, not for revenge, 
‘but to enable his victim to show his fortitude. 

Each prisoner taken was considered the 
Property of the one who had first Inid' hands 
on him, and the character of the captor had 
much to do in determining the hardship of 
the victim. When two or more Hurons cap- 
tured a prisoner, he was sometimes kept as a 
slave by all jointly. 

Among the Hurons, a dance was held upon 
the arrival in the village of prisoners taken in 
raids. Very often, the prisoners were white 
settlers, as well as members of the Iroquois. 
The captives were placed in the center of a 
group of Huron warriors who danced about 
them. Somietimes,the prisoners were forced to 


dance also, A few were 
‘always subjected to re- 
volting tortures before 
being burned atthestake. 

‘The Iroquois, natural 
enemies of the Hurons, 
forced their prisoners to 
run between two lines of 
warriors armed with 
clabs and tomahawks. 

Few survived the blows 
Of the clubs and toma. 
hawks. 

Describing the fortified villages of the Hu- 
rons, Champlain wrote; “The Hurons fortify 
their, towns with long pieces of timber in triple 
ranks, interlaced one with another to the 
height of a long pike and 
inside with broad, coarse strips of bark, 8 or 
9 feet in height: below these are large trees 
with their branches lopped off, Iaid length 
wise on very short trunks of trees, forked at 


one end to keep them jn place; then above 
these bulwarks there are galleries or platforms, 
culled ‘ondaqua’ which are furnished with 


stones to be hurled against an enemy, and 
with water to extinguish fire.” 

Champlain added that ladders led to the 
‘ondaqua,’ for the height of the finished pali- 
sdde was thirty-five feet. Thus, the Hurons 
fortified all their towns and moved from them 
only when fuel became a problem or when 
their fields were worn out from lack of fer- 
tilizer. These changes occurred every 10, 20, 
30, oF 40 years, according to the decrees issued 
in council, 

‘The Hurons, when they were not fighting, 
were good farmers. They planted large quan- 
tities of several kinds of corn, squash, tobacco, 
many varieties of beans and sunflowers. From 
the sunflower seeds, they extracted the oil 


which they used in 
anointing their bodics. 

The government of the 
Huron tribe was vested 
by ancient tradition in a 
definite number of chiefs. 
‘The chiefs were chosen by 
the votes of the child. 
bearing women, and they 
were organized by law, or 
council decree, into coun- 
cils for legislative and 
judicial purposes. 

‘Among the Iaws which 
the Huron tribes enforced 
were the right of ownership end inheritance 
of property; of liberty and security of person; 
the right to personal and family names. the 
rights of marriage; the right to personal 
adornment; the rights of hunting and fishing 
In specified territory, of precedence in mign 
tjon, in encampment, and in the council 
room; the rights of religion and the blood 
feud. All of these rights, of course, according 
to Huron decree were for members of the 
tribe only. Aliens, including whites and mem- 
bers of other tribes, had no rights whatever 

The “blood feud” which was ont of the 
rights guaranteed the tribal members worked 
in strange fashion. If an assassination was 
committed by a Huron, or a solemnly sworn 
peace pact with another people violated by 
the capture of an individual, it was not the 
Tule to punish directly the guilty Huron. The 
tribal chiefs felt that this would have been an 
assumption of jurisdiction over the individual 
which no one would think of claiming 


‘What happened generally, was the guilty 
party and his family would offer presents to 
the aggrieved parties to restore peace. The 


a guilty Huron, according to the blood feud, 
would be for his family to refuse to defend 
him, thus placing him outside of the rights of 
the blood feud, That gave the offended party 
the right to take vengeance on him, if he 
could. 


The beginning of the end of the Huron nm 
tion is traced to the Iroquois feud. The fierce 
Iroquois had recognized the superiority of 
gunfire over the bow and arrow. and they had 
made a number of trading deals with the 
Dutch to increase their armament. In 1648, 
the Iroquois launched aff invasion of Huron 
territory, For two years, the savage war raged. 
By 1650, the Huron confederation was de 
stroyed and the scattered remnants of the 
tribe had taken refuge with the Erie Indians, 
victims of superior weapons. 

The Erie Indians were noted for their prow: 
ess with the bow and arrow. They were also 
sympathetic to the plight of the Hurons, hav 
ing found the Iroquois unwholesome neigh 
bors. It cume ag no surprise. therefore, that 
the Iroquois attacked the Erie tribe and the 
remnants of the Hurons. Again the superior 
weapon prevailed. It is said that one Erie 
brave could shoot nine arrows while an Iro- 
quois watrior fired one shot from the cumber- 
some Dutch arquebus*: but all the arrow 
power of the\Eries and all the fierce hatred 
‘of the Hurons, themselves proven fighters, 
could not prevail against gunpowder. The 
Iroquois scored a smashing victory and for- 
ever destroyed the power of the Hurons, 


‘*Arquebus or Harquebus — a species of hand. 
firearm of various forms, the predecessor of 
the musket used in the 15th end 16th cen- 
turies, 
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SQPUTHER BURBANK, plant 
breeder and originator of 
many new varieties of fruits, 
flowers and vegetables. was born 
in Lancaster. Massachusetts on 
March 7, 1849. He was of Eng- 
lish ancestry, with some Scotch 
and a dash of both French and 
Dutch. He was the thirteenth, 
son of Samuel Walton Burbank, 
a farmer. Luther's mother, Olive Ross, was 
the third wife of Samuel, and Luther was the 
third of her five children. 

Burbank’s early environment was not un- 
favorable to the development of his love and 
study of plant life. Of schooling, he had only 
that which he obtained from a simple New 
England district school until he was fifteen, 
and that what he got from four winters in 
Lancaster Academy. 

The turning point of his career came at 
the Academy where he read Darwin's Varia- 
tion of Animals and Plants in Domestica 
tion. The reading of this book inspired young, 
Burbank in his later experimentation in the 
field of plant life. 

But outside of books, young Burbank 
obtained a spécial education Yery much to 
the point in connection with his later career 
His experiences as a boy on a New England 
farm gained for him a knowledge at first 
hand of the life of plants, With a little 
money obtained from his father’s estate, he 
went into the business of market gardening, 
Original and practical in his methods. he 
made a modest success of his venture. bring- 
ing vegetables of special quality into the 
neighboring cities earlier than other garden- 
ers were able to bring inferior ones. It was 
here that Burbank produced his first new 
creation, the Burbank potato. 

In October 1875. Burbank sold his land 
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LUTHER BURBANK 


if “The World's Greatest Naturalist” 


and moved to California, ‘Tn 
Santa Rosa, he settled down in a 
little nursery garden and green- 
house which was soon to become 
famous the world over. and in 
which he was to carry on un- 
interruptedly his. experimental 
and creative work for fifty years. 

Burbank originated no less 
than 40 new varieties of plums. 
and prunes. In his forty years of plum ex- 
perimentation alone. hundreds of thousands 
Of seedlings, the result of multiple crossings, 
were grown and carefully worked over. His 
new fruits, besides the numerous plums and 
prunes, make a list too long to be recorded 
here. ‘They include notable varieties of 
apples, peaches, quinces and nectarines, 

He was equally successful in his creation 
‘of new vegetables and flowers, the most 
famous of the latter being his giant Shasta 
and Alaska daisies. One of his most exten: 
sive and interesting experiments wax that 
extending through sixteen years and result- 
ing in the production of a series of luxuri- 
antly growing spineless cactus, useful for 
feeding cattle in arid regions In this work, 
selection was first made from three hardy 
northern cactus forms. These selected plants, 
were then crossed with three southern forms, 

Many will ask if Burbank did not make 
fa great deal of money from his plant! crea- 
tions, The answer is he did not. and in fact, 
could not He could get a fairly good price 
for his single sale of the new plum or berry 
for flower, but after that, the control was 
gone Preproduction and distribution of the 
new thing were now possible to any of the 
buyers, So Burbank made no money beyond 
that needed for a comfortable living. Hedied 
‘on April 11, 1926, and will be remembered 
ay one of the world’s greatest enaturalists. 
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The outstanding story from the pen 
of the greatest novelist of all times 
—Charles Dickens. You'll find David 
Copperfield a memorable story filled 
with pathos and adventure you will 
long remember. 
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